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s'elevent vers le ciel et attestent une plus noble destinee.
Je*sus est la plus haute de ces colonnes qui montrent k
1'homme d'ou il vient et ou il doit tendre. En lui s'est
condense tout ce qu3il y a de bon et d'eleve dans notre
nature. . . Quels que puissent etre les phenomenes in-
attendus de Pavenir, Jesus ne sera pas surpasse . , .
Tous les siecles proclameront qu'entre les fils des hommes
il n'en est pas n6 de plus grand que Jesus.

And of such an one we are told that it is a natural
and reasonable view to take, not merely that He
claimed a direct communication with God, which
disordered reason could alone excuse Him for claiming,
but that He based His whole mission on a pretension
to such supernatural powers as a man could not
pretend to without being conscious that they were
delusions. The conscience of that age as to veracity
or imposture was quite clear on such a point. Jew
and Greek and Roman would have condemned as a
deceiver one who, not having the power, took on
him to say that by the finger of God he could raise
the dead. And yet to a conscience immeasurably
above his age, it seems, according to M. Renan, that
this might be done. It is absurd to say that we
must not judge such a proceeding by the ideas of
our more exact and truth-loving age, when it would
have been abundantly condemned by the ideas
recognised in the religion and civilisation of the first
century.

M. Renan repeatedly declares that his great aim
is to save religion by relieving it of the supernatural.